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GT.PPING  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


A _ N N U A L REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the 
YEAR  1955 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1955* 

In  doing  so  I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  continued 
support  and  encouragement.  I have  also  to  thank  Mr.  Morgan  and  his 
staff  for  their  co-operation,  and  Mr.  Adams  who  has  so  skilfully 
carried  out  the  office  work  of  the  Department.  The  other  Officers 
of  the  Council,  particularly  Mr.  Harwood  and  Mr.  Black,  have  been 
most  helpful  at  all  times. 

Vital  Statistics:  The  level  of  the  population  (Registrar 
General ' s estimate)  is  almost  stationary.  The  Standardised  Birth 
Hate  has  fallen  slightly.  There  were  eleven  deaths  in  infants 
under  the  age  of  one  year,  compared  with  seven  in  -1954s  and  this 
has  caused  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  to  rise  to  36.30  per  1 ,000 
live  births.  A decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  has  lowered  the 
Standardised  Death  Rate  to  11.85. 

Causes  of  Death:  No  death  occurred  from  Diphtheria,  Whooping 
Cough  or  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth,  but  there  was  one  death  from 
Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs.  There  has  been  no  significant  change, 
from  the  previous  year,  in  the  deaths  from  various  causes. 

Infectious  Disease:  There  was  an  epidemic  of  Measles  which 
extended  over  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  year.  The  epidemic 
of  Whooping  Cough,  which  started  during  the  Summer  of  1954? 
continued  to  wax  and  wane  during  the  first  half  of  1955*  There 
was  one  case  of  Poliomyelitis. 

Tuberculosis:  Seven  new  cases  were  notified.  During  the  year 

the  first  visit  of  the  Mass  X Ray  Unit  to  a rural  part  of  the 
district  took  place  when  the  Unit  came  to  Debenham.  500  persons 
(271  men  and  229  women  were  X rayed.  This  was  a most  satisfactory 
response. 
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The  fact  must  he  faced,  however,  that  the  Mass  X Ray  Unit 
at  present  working  in  Suffolk  is  really  too  elaborate  and  not 
of  suitable  design  to  operate  in  small  rural  communities. 
Wherever  it  works  it  requires  the  use  of  a hall  or  large  room 
with  two  separate  means  of  access  against  which  the  van  can 
be  backed  right  up.  In  most  of  our  villages  a building 
fulfilling  all  these  requirements  just  does  not  exist.  Many 
parishes  have  halls  it  is  true,  but  there  is  almost  invariably 
no  space  or  suitable  track  immediately  adjacent  to  the  building 
to  take  a large  and  heavy  vehicle.  Until  some  more  suitable 
apparatus  is  designed  for  use  in  our  villages  (such  as  a light 
X Ray  machine  that  could  be  transported  in  a van,  to  be  unloaded 
and  set  up  in  a village  hall)  the  majority  of  country  people 
must  be  denied  the  services  of  one  of  the  most  valuable 
diagnostic  procedures  of  our  time. 

Meanwhile  two  other  weapons  against  Tuberculosis  are  being 
brought  into  use  and  will  soon  be  working  in  this  area.  The 
first  of  these  is  the  .Skin  Test  devised  by  Professor  Heaf.  With 
it  large  numbers  of  schoolchildren  can  be  painlessly,  safely 
and  quickly  tested.  Those  who  have  been  in  contact  with  the 
Tubercle  Bacillus  at  some  time  during  their  lives  (and  this  does 
not  mean  that  they  have  active  tuberculosis)  show  a positive 
reaction.  They  then  have  a chest  X Ray  to  make  sure  that  all  is 
well. 

The  second  weapon  is  the  "Clinic  on  Wheels".  This  is  the 
first  of  its  kind  in  the  country.  It  is  mounted  on  a 3 ton 
Bedford  Chassis  and  contains  a mobile  X Ray  screen,  Consulting 
Room  and  Dressing  Cubicles.  It  is  entirely  self  contained  and 
is  heated  by  calor  gas.  It  can  operate  off  any  7i  amP  200/250 
volt  supply  and  so  can  go  to  any  place,  however  remote, 
provided  electricity  is  available. 

Neither  of  these  weapons  will  be  effective  unless  people 
co-operate  by  allowing  their  children  to  have  skin  tests  and  by 
attending  for  X Ray  themselves  when  invited  to  do  so.  It  is 
gratifying  to  know  that  in  the  rural  areas  already  visited 
response  of  the  general  public  has  been  most  encouraging  and 
90$  of  those  asked  to  attend  the  Clinic  on  Wheels  have  done  so. 
Nevertheless  Tuberculosis  will  only  be  finally  defeated  when 
there  is  a 100$  response.  The  "Odd  Man  Out"  who  will  not 
co-operate  and  come  forward  for  X Ray  is  a menace,  not  only  to 
himself,  but  also  to  all  those  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

It  is  so  often  forgotten  that  Tuberculosis  is  still  one  of  our 
most  serious  INFECTIOUS  diseases. 

Water  Supplies:  Mention  was  made  in  my  report  last  year  of  the 
urgent  need  in  this  district  of  a pure  water  supply.  During 
1955  considerable  progress  was  made  in  the  laying  of  new  mains 
and  a reliable  water  supply  has  or  is  being  made  available  to 
an  increasing  number  of  people. 
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It  may  come  as  a shock  to  some  to  learn  that  in  several 
areas  the  only  source  of  water  available  to  people  living  there 
is  from  a pond.  Water  from  three  such  ponds,  used  for  drinking 
and  domestic  purposes,  has  been  tested.  In  all  cases  it  was 
found  to  be  highly  unsatisfactory. 

Meat  Inspection:  A heavy  burden  is  laid  on  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  by  reason  of  the  large  amount  of  slaughtering  which 
occurs  in  the  district.  Much  of  the  work  of  inspecting  the 
carcases  has  to  be  carried  out  in  the  evenings  and  at  week-ends. 
Meat  inspection  is  a most  essential  part  of  Public  Health  work 
because  it  safeguards  the  public  against  diseased  meat  being 
offered  for  sale. 

Housing:  In  1955  the  National  Slum  Clearance  Programme, 

interrupted  by  the  Second  World  War,  and  by  the  housing  shortage 
in  the  years  following,  was  set  in  motion  again.  It  is  most 
satisfactory  that  v/ork  has  now  begun  to  get  rid  of  our  worn  out, 
and  decaying  substandard  houses.  The  relationship  between 
Housing  and  Health  has  long  been  realised  by  Public  Health 
workers.  Bad  housing  does  not  usually  cause  dramatic  or  acute 
illness  in  people.  It  has  a more  insidious  and  gradual  effect, 
most  often  bringing  about  a chronic  state  of  ill  health.  It 
saps  the  vitality,  reduces  morale  and  produces  much  unhappiness. 

A defective  house  with  its  darkness,  dampness,  and  dust  from 
constantly  falling  plaster  is  a hopeless  place  to  try  to  keep 
clean.  Usually  there  is  no  water  laid  on  and  all  waste  water  has 
to  be  carried  away  for  disposal.  It  is  small  wonder  that  under 
such  a burden  the  housewife  and  her  family  lose  heart.  Who  in 
such  circumstances  would  not  feel  the  same?  When  our  slum 
dwellings  have  been  done  away  with,  their  former  inhabitants  will 
enter  upon  a new  lease  of  life  with  improved  health  of  body  and 
increased  happiness  of  mind.  The  demolition  of  substandard 
property  and  the  provision  of  adequate  housing  are  among  the  most 
important  means  at  our  disposal  for  the  promotion  of  the  health 
of  the  Community. 

In  the  past  many  of  Public  Health’s  hardest  battles  have  been 
fought  and  won  in  the  towns  and  more  heavily  populated  areas  of 
our  land.  Perhaps  it  was  the  past  memories  of  some  of  these  early 
struggles  that  caused  a South  London  Borough  to  write  in  large 
letters  along  the  outside  of  its  new  municipal  offices  - "The 
Health  of  the  People  is  the  highest  law".  These  are  words  that 
we  too  should  remember. 


I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

K.  M.  HARDING 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

78,464  acres 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate) 

19,310 

Inhabited  houses 

• • • 

• O C 

© • • 

6,216 

Rateable  Value 

c • • 

0 • • 

• • • 

£8'1 , 91  2 

Sum  represented  by 

a Penny 

Rate 

c • c 

£332 

BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total 

OOP 

149 

•154 

303 

Legitimate 

0 o n 

144 

146 

290 

Illegitimate 

SCO 

5 

8 

13 

■STILLBIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

i — i 

O 

EH 

• • o 

2 

3 

5 

Legit: mate 

3 » • 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

» 3 « 

— 

— 

- 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE 

Crude  "birth  rate  per  1,000  population... 
Comparability  factor. . , „ » . . . 
Standardised  birth  rate  ...  . . . 
Birth  rat 3.  England  and  Wales. . . . . . 


15.69 

1.10 

17.26 

15.0 


Stillbirth  rate  (per  1,000  total  live  and 

stillbirths)  ...  . . . 

Stillbirth  rate  England  and  Wales  ...  ... 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year: 

Male  Female 


16.23 

23.1 


Total 


Total 

Legitimate. . . 
Illegitima te. 


5 11 
5 11 


3 • » 


• lJ  y 


6 

6 


Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  "births  ...  36.3 0 

Infant  mortality  rate  England,  and  Wales  ...  24.9 

Causes  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 

Prematurity..  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Acute  Gastro-Enteritis  ...  ...  ••• 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage. . ...  ...  ... 

Broncho  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  . . • 

Congenital  Haemolytic  Anaemia. . ...  ...  1 

Congenital  Hydrocephalus  ...  ...  ...  1 

Atelectasis  associated  with  Prematurity.  ...  1 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age:- 

Male  Female  Total 


Total 

Legitimate. . . 
Illegitimate. 


5 2 7 

5 2 7 


DEATHS 

All  causes  Total  263 

Male  149 
F emal e 114 


Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  population 
Comparability  factor..  ...  ... 
Standardised  death  rate  ...  ... 
Death  rate  England  and  Wales...  ... 


13.62 

0.87 

11.85 

11.7 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICAL  TABLE  FOR  THE  PAST  SIX  YEARS 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Estimated  Population  19 

> 540 

20, 51 0 

0 1 

CM  1 

v 

ov 

CT3 

1 9? 280 

19,410 

19,310  i 

Live  Births 

331 

334 

311 

292 

341 

303  | 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

16.9 

16.3 

16.3 

15.1 

17.6 

15.69  j 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

18.4 

17.6 

17.6 

16.3 

19.3 

17.26  | 

Total  Infant  Deaths 
(under  one  year) 

4 

9 

13 

3 

7 

11 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000  live  births 

12.1 

26.9 

41 . 8 

15.6 

20.5 

36.30 

Total  Deaths 

211 

230 

196 

254 

274 

1 

m 1 
vo  1 
CM  1 
1 
1 
1 

1 1 

Crude  death  rate  per 
1,000  population 

10.8 

11.2 

10.3 

13.2 

14.2 

13.62 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

9.4 

9.6 

8.9 

11.4 

12.3 

11.85 
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PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  PAST  SIX  YEARS 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

195k 

1955  | 

Diseases  of  Cardial  and 
circulatory  systems  (incl- 
uding Cerebral  Haemorrhage) 

113 

124 

100 

126 

1 63 

152  | 

! Cancer 

28 

30 

22 

53 

44 

•p" 

CT\ 

; Diseases  of  Respiratory  system 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  15 

21 

10 

22. 

16 

13  | 

j Suicide  and  other  violent 

1 causes 

7 . 

15 

t1 

12 

10 

13  I 

; Tuberculosis 

8 

3 

4 

3 

nil 

1 | 

CLASSIFIED  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (REGISTRAR  GENERAL f S FIGURES) 


M 

F 

Total 

1955 

Total 

1954 

1 . Tuberculosis  - Respiratory 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2.  Tuberculosis  - Other 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3.  Diphtheria 

’ - 

- 

- 

- 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

- 

■ - 

- 

2 

7.  Malignant  Neoplasm  - Stomach 

1 

2 

3 

7 

8,  Malignant  Neoplasm  - lung*  bronchus 

8 

2 

10 

7 

9.  Malignant  Neoplasm  - breast 

- 

3 

3 

2 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm  - uterus 

- 

- 

- 

2 

11.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms 

20 

10 

30 

26 

12.  Leukaemia,  Aieukaemia 

1 

- 

1 

- 

13*  Diabetes 

- 

2 

1 

3 

3 
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• - ;•  " " ' ' 

M 

F 

Total 

-1 955 

Total 

19^4 

14.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

16 

16 

32 

38 

15*  Coronary  disease,  Angina 

i ...  1 • 

22 

9 

31 

27 

16.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

5 

7 

8 

17*  Other  heart  disease 

39 

30 

69 

70 

18.  Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

7 

13 

20 

19.  Influenza 

- 

2 

2 

2 

20.  Pneumonia 

3 

5 

8 

6 

21.  Bronchitis 

3 

1 

4 

8 

22.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

- 

1 

2 

23.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

2 

24.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

3 

4 

7 

1 

25.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

1 

1 

2 

26.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

- 

1 

4 

27.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

- 

- 

- 

- 

28.  Congenital  Malformations 

2 

- 

2 

2 

29.  Other  defined  andill  defined  diseases 

9 

10 

19 

23 

30.  Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

4 

- 

4, 

2 

31.  All  other  accidents 

4 

4 

8 

6 

32.  Suicide 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

149 

114 

263 

274 

CANCER  DEATH  RATE 

Gipping  Rural  District  2,4  per  1,000  population 
East  Suffolk  County  1,94  " ” ” 
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NOT IP IABLE  DI SEASE3  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS) 

PERIOD  DISTRIBUTION  OP  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  - 1955 
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Total 


AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  - 1955- 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  TOTALS  FOR  PAST  SIX  YEARS 


Disease 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955  I 

j Scarlet  Fever 

19 

7 

34 

14 

14 

18  | 

Whooping  Cough 

76 

173 

32 

26 

68 

49  | 

Diphtheria 

i- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

| Measles 

281 

151 

144 

3 89 

6 

128  1 

j Acute  Pneumonia 

12 

19 

9 

11 

- 

2 | 

Meningococcal  Infection 

' 1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

j Poliomyelitis 

3 

1 

3 

1 

5 

1 1 

| Encephalitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

4 

21 

1 

2 

1 

- 

■ Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

j Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

| Paratyphoid 

- 

7 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Typhoid 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

| Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

3 

- 

6 

7 | 

Erysipelas 

4 

3 

3 

2 

- 

— 

: Malaria 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Infective  Hepatitis 

6 

11 

20 

1 

8 

2 | 

TUBERCULOSIS 

(l)  New  cases  notified: 

Pulmonary  (Lungs)  ...  ...  5 Males  1 Female 

Non-Pulmonary  ( Glands . "bones 

joints  etc.)  ...  1 Male  nil  Female 
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(2)  Ages  of  new  cases: 

Pulmonary:  Males  19;  22;  52;  66;  72.  Females  30. 

Non-Pulmonary  Males  22.  Females  nil 

(3)  Occupations  of  new  cases: 

Bricklayer  1;  Housewife  1;  Lorry  Driver  1;  R.  A.  F.  2; 
Retired  Butcher  1;  Retired  Foreman  1. 

(4)  Inward  Transfers:  Nil. 

( 5)  Cases  crossed  off  register  as  recovered  during  the  year: 


Females  2. 
Females  1 . 


Pulmonary:  Males  5* 

Non-Pulmonary:  Males  4. 

( 6)  Died  during  the  year: 

Pulmonary:  Male  1. 

(7)  Outward  Transfers: 

Pulmonary:  Males  3» 

(8)  Cases  on  register  at  end  of  year: 

Pulmonary:  Males  34* 

Non-Pulmonary:  Males  15* 

Total  cases  on  register  at  end  of  year 95 

Total  cases  on  register  at  "beginning  of  year.  ...108 

(9)  Notification  rates: 


Females  4* 

Females  27. 
Females  19. 


Pulmonary:  'Gipping  R.D. 
East  Suffolk 

Non-Pulmonary:  . Gipping. R.D. 

East  Suffolk 

Comhined  Rate:  Gipping  R.D. 

East  Suffolk 


0.31  per  1,000  population 
0.39 

0.05 
0.13 

0.36 
0.52 
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(10)  Statistics  for  past  six  years: 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955  | 

Primary  Notifications 

14 

21 

13 

13 

7 

7 | 

Transfers  In 

2 

3 

4 

11 

5 

nil  j 

Notification  Rate  per 
1,000  population 

0.71 

1.02 

0.68 

0.67 

0.36 

0.36  | 

Deaths 

8 

3 

4 

3 

nil 

1 | 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
population 

0.40 

0.15 

0.20 

0.15 

nil 

0.05  | 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Figures  for  diphtheria  immunisation  are  no  longer  available 
as  percentage  of  children  in  the  area  hut  the  actual  figures  are 
as  follows.  (Figures  kindly  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health)  , 

(1)  Number  of  children  immunised  in  1955  •••  . ..  227 

(2)  Number  of  children  receiving  boosters  in  1955  •••  108 

NATIONAL  ASS ISTANCE  ACT,  1948 . 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  47  of  this  Act  in  1955* 


WELL  WATER  CYANOSIS 

Number  of  samples  taken  in  1955 31 

Number  considered  safe...... 22 

" ” doubtful 5 

" " unsafe 3 

” " dangerous 1 


In  all  cases  where  the  supply  was  not  reported  as  safe  the 
persons  concerned  were  advised  to  obtain  an  alternative  supply. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 

(A)  Public  Supplies 

1.  Mains  water  supplied  to  this  district  by  other  Local 
Authorities  (Ipswich  County  Borough  and  Thedwastre-  Rural 
District)  was  found  on  bacteriological  analysis  to  be 
satisfactory. 

2.  Public  Bore  Wells:  Most  of  the  samples  taken  from  these 
wells  were  satisfactory.  In  only  one  case  was  an 
unsatisfactory  report  received. 

3.  Public  Deep  Wells:  Two  samples  were  taken  and  both  of  these 
were  satisfactory. 

4.  Public  Shallow  Wells:  These  are  always  liable  to  the  risk 
of  contamination  and  an  unreliable  source  of  supply,  but  in 
all  the  areas  served  by  them  a piped  mains  supply  is  or 
shortly  will  be  available. 

(B)  Private  Supplies 

1.  Bore  Wells:  21  samples  were  taken.  14  of  these  were 
satisfactory  on  first  sampling.  Five  were  unsatisfactory  and 
one  of  these  subsequently  became  satisfactory  after  treatment. 
One  was  reported  as  dreadful. 

2.  Deep  Wells:  20  samples  were  taken.  11  of  these  were 
satisfactory  on  first  testing.  Three  were  suspicious  and 
one  of  these  afterwards  became  satisfactory.  Pour  samples 
were  unsatisfactory  and  one  of  these  afterwards  became 
satisfactory. 

3«  Shallow  Wells:  36  samples  were  taken.  14  of  these  were 
satisfactory  on  first  sampling.  Two  were  suspicious. 

Fourteen  .wore  unsatisfactory.  Two  were  very  unsatisfactory 
and  one  was  dreadful.  Three  of  the  unsatisf actory  group 
subsequently  became  satisfactory.  To  summarise,  out  of  33 
first  samples  only  14  (42%)  were  wholesome. 

4.  Ponds:  In  three  areas  where  the  only  available  water  supply 
was  from  a pond,  samples  were  taken.  They  were  all  highly 
unsatisfactory. 

(C)  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public  mains 

is  given  below  according  to  parish  distribution.  (Figures 

kindly  supplied  by ' Surveyor ' s Department). 


Parish 


Laid  on  to 

properties 


Taken  from 

Standpipes 

28 


Ashbocking 

Ashfield-cum-Thorpe 


18 

40 
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Parish 

Laid  on  to 

Taken  from 

• 

properties 

Standpipes 

Barham 

13 

16 

Battisford 

77 

— 

Bramford 

370 

— 

Buxhall 

75 

-i 

Combs 

148 

— 

Creeting  St.  Mary 

34 

32 

Crowfield 

36 

33 

Debenham 

188 

62 

Pramsden 

19 

— 

Gipping 

9 

— 

Go  sbeck 

25 

12 

Gt.  Bricett 

20 

16 

Gt.  Pinborough 

68 

3 

Harleston 

36 

— 

Haughley 

244 

34 

Hemingstone 

1 

3 

Henley 

10 

9 

Lt.  Pinborough 

4 

- 

Mickfield 

17 

18 

Needham  Market 

349 

— 

Old  Newton 

111 

- 

Offton 

5 

— 

Onehouse 

38 

— 

Pettaugh 

22  . 

24 

Ring shall 

60 

- ■ 

Shell and 

12 

- 

Stonham  Aspal 

63- 

65 

Stonham  Earl 

10 

10 

Stonham  Parva 

42 

53 

Stowupland 

284 

• - 

Wetherden 

109 

- 

Willi sham 

32 

- 

Winston 

37 

9 

Totals  2,568  399 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Black,  Engineer  & Surveyor,  for 
the  following  two  reports: - 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


The  year  1955  saw  the  virtual  completion  of  the  first 
comprehensive  and  modern  Sewage  Disposal  Works  in  the  Rural 
District,  i.e.  Debenham.  Progress  in  three  other  large  parishes 
is  satisfactory. 
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The  position  to  date  is  as  follows: - 


Completed  : 

Debenham 

Nearing  completion 

Haughley  and  Stowupland 

Sewers  completed.  Pumping 
Stations  and  Disposal  : 

Works  in  course  of 
construction. 

Needham  Market 

In  abeyance  : 

Bramford 

HOUSING 

During  the  year  under • review  the  Housing  Statistics  for  the 
Rural  District  were  as  follows: - 


(a)  Council  Houses.  • • 

Completed  31 
Under  construction  30 
Total  completed  (post-war)  488 

(h)  Private  Houses  (Permanent) . 

Completed  33 
Under  construction  21 
Total  completed  (post-war)  194 

( c)  Private  Houses  (Temporary) . 

Completed  nil 
Under  construction  nil 
Total  completed  (post-war)  26 


Grand  total  of  Housing  Units  completed  in  the  post-war 
period  to  31st  December,  1955?  is  therefore  708. 

BIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK 

By  agreement  with  the  East  Suffolk  County  Council,  Sanitary 
Officers  of  the  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  routine 
sampling  for  examination  of  all  milk  supplies  in  this  Rural 
District.  In  cases  in  which  tubercle  bacilli  or  brucella 
infection  are  discovered  the  Sanitary  Officers  of  Gipping  Rural 
District  take  further  samples  at  intervals  to  determine  whether 
the  milk  is  still  infected.  Restraint  notices  are,  of  course, 
served  in  cases  where  infection  is  found. 


Number  of  samples  taken  by  County  Council  ...  61 
Number  found  to  •contain  •tubercle  bacilli  . . . nil 
Number  found  to  contain  brucella  organisms  ...  1 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  Gipping  R.  D.  C.  ...  3 
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FOOD  POISONING 


1 . Notifications  (corrected)  returned  to  Registrar  General. 

1st  quarter.  2nd.  quarter.  3rd  quarter.  4th  quarter.  Total 


Nil  1 

4 

2 

Outbreaks  due  to  identified 

agents 

Total  Outbreaks  2 

Total 

Cases 

3 

Outbreaks  due  to:- 

(a)  Chemical  Poisons  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

nil 

(b)  Salmonella  organisms. . 

• • • 

• • • 

nil 

(c)  Staphylococci  (including 

toxin) 

• • • 

2 

(d)  Cl.  botulinum  ... 

• • » 

• • • 

nil 

( e)  Other  bacteria  ... 

• • • 

♦ • • 

nil 

Outbreaks  of  undiscovered  cause 

Total  Outbreaks  2 

Total 

Cases 

4 

4.  Single  Gases 


Agent  identified 

nil 

Unknown  cause 

nil 

Total 

nil 

CLAYDON  CEMENT  WORKS 

The  Precipitator  is  now  in  action  at  the  works  and.  it 
appears  that  its  use  has  caused,  a considerable  diminution  in  the 


amount  of  dust  released  from  the  new  chimney. 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1957  AND  1948. 

Number  of  factories  with  mechanical  power 72 

Number  of  factories  without  mechanical  power 8 

Other  premises  - electrical  station  and  building  sites....  8 

Number  of  inspections  made . 59 

Number  of -defects  found 5 

■ ■ - 0Oo 
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